
Chip Thomas, “Criminal Justice Reform Now” (2016), four-color, hand-pulled screenprint (courtesy
Letterform Archive)

Silas Munro, co-curator of the exhibition Strikethrough: Typographic Messages of

Protest at San Francisco’s Letterform Archive, first started thinking about the

show during the wave of protests in 2020 in response to former Minneapolis

police officer Derek Chauvin’s murder of George Floyd in Atlanta. Munro

wanted to show how typography can create change, and he thinks carrying

signs at protests makes a difference. “That connection to the body is a big

reason why change happens,” he told Hyperallergic in an interview. “We saw it

in the summer of 2020.”

Munro, a surfer, paddled out with a group of others on Bay Street Beach

(recently added to the National Register of Historic Places) for a protest about

Chauvin’s murder of Floyd as well as that of Breonna Taylor, who was shot by

police when she was asleep in her home. “It was just so powerful to see people

coming together chanting and memorializing Breonna and George and all of

these people we lost,” Munro said. “I was like, ‘Oh, this is a movement, and

this is something much larger than just me.’” 

Along with Stephen Coles, assistant curator at Letterform Archive, Munro

organized Strikethrough, up through next spring, with approximately 100

objects, including buttons, posters, T-shirts, signs, and broadsides from the

1800s through the present, divided into categories: VOTE!, RESIST!, LOVE!,

TEACH!, and STRIKE!

Local artists like Favianna Rodriguez are included. She grew up in Oakland in

the 1980s during Ronald Reagan’s presidency and saw murals and hip-hop as

ways to tell stories of oppressed people. She wanted to be an artist, but when

teachers recommended looking at Picasso and Rembrandt’s work, she says she

“didn’t see things that related to my lived experience.”

Then, at 19 years old, she was an intern at the Getty, archiving political posters,

and found work by people like Black Panther Minister of Culture Emory

Douglas and the nonpartisan AIDS activist group ACT UP. A piece by Yolanda

López made a big impression. 

Favianna Rodriguez, “I’m a slut” (2012) digital print poster, 17 15/16 inches x 12 inches (© 2022
Favianna.com, courtesy Letterform Archive)

“She made a poster that read, ‘Who’s the Illegal Alien, Pilgrim?’ and it had an

Indigenous person ripping up papers. When I saw that, my entire world just

changed because I had grown up in a society that called my family ‘illegals,’”

she said. “I had never seen something that so powerfully captured the truth.

And I realized the power of what one image could do.”

Rodriguez’s pieces in Strikethrough include a poster that reads, “I AM A SLUT. I

VOTE. SO DOES EVERYONE I SLEEP WITH.” Munro finds Rodriguez’s work

energetic and expressive and says, “she blows my heart away.”  

While Rodriguez’s work is big and bold, another local artist, Hunter Saxony III,

has a haunting, delicate piece in the show from his series Nia Wilson/Say Her

Name/No Silence, with “Nia Wilson” in red calligraphy on vintage magazine

portraits of Southern gentry. Wilson, an 18-year-old Black woman, was killed

by a White man who slashed her throat at a BART stop in 2018. 

Installation view of Strikethrough: Typographic Messages of Protest at Letterform Archive (2022)
(courtesy Letterform Archive)

At his studio in San Francisco, Saxony told Hyperallergic he rode BART

frequently in his previous job as a carpenter, and the killing made a big

impression on him. He wrote Wilson’s name on the photos, which he’d found

when he lived in Austin. “It was just like a meditative exercise,” he said. “Then

I put them on the internet, just to have them on the internet. And that’s how

the Letterform found them, and they hit me up.”

Also included in the show is Mariah, an augmented reality app, created by

Heather Snyder Quinn and Adam DelMarcelle, two of Munro’s graduate

students from Vermont College of Fine Art. In 2020, Mariah transformed the

Met’s Sackler Wing with data about how the Sackler family’s company, Purdue

Pharma, aggressively marketed OxyContin. 

Adam DelMarcelle and Heather Snyder Quinn, Mariah augmented reality app (2022) (courtesy Letterform
Archive)

For Strikethrough, the two artists created another AR app for protest sites in the

Bay Area, such as the Black Panther’s Oakland headquarters and San

Francisco’s Harvey Milk Plaza, named for the openly gay supervisor who, along

with Mayor George Moscone, was shot and killed by former supervisor and

police officer Dan White at City Hall in 1978. A tank top in the exhibition

shows an image from the White Night Riots, in response to White’s being

convicted of voluntary manslaughter. 

The artists say they’re excited to be in a show with their design hero, Douglas.

And DelMarcelle is glad for more recognition for the app. “We’re talking about

the overdose epidemic in America,” he said. “I’m biased because it’s my subject

matter, but I think it’s the most pressing issue of our time right now, and it’s

only getting worse.”

Snyder Quinn calls the Archive “an admired and coveted space,” and says she’s

glad to have work near the center of big tech. “We’ve been working on

understanding virtual space and Metaverse for three years, and nobody is

listening enough,” she said. “I think we’ve shown a very early vision of what it

is by placing digital things right out in your physical environment for you to

see, whether it’s historical augmentation or protest.” 

From Hunter Saxony III, Nia Wilson/Say Her Name/No Silence (2020), ink on vintage magazine paper
(courtesy Cesar Rubio)

The exhibition also includes work by international artists like Islam Aly, whose

book The Square shows a laser-engraved map of Cairo and the chant of the 2011

Tahrir Square protestors, “ash-shaʻb yurīd isqāṭ an-niẓām” (“The people want

to bring down the regime”), which repeats until it fills the last page. “It’s a way

to document what was happening in Egypt at that time,” Aly said by phone

from Cairo. “This book is a way to remember those that changed history.”

Strikethrough makes connections between different movements with similar

iconography like the American flag, Munro says, and shows artists’ influences

on each other’s work, like Douglas on Rodriguez. He compares this to what

happens at protests when people echo one another’s words. 

“The chants are in this call-and-response form. It’s so important to have the

feeling of being able to be heard and seen and to give your grievances in

public,” he said. “That’s why that metaphor just makes sense to me.”

The Black Scholar, “Black Labor” (1970) (courtesy Letterform Archive)

Related

A Digital Archive Mines the
Depth of Design
June 13, 2020

The Golden Age of Arcade
Game Typography
March 19, 2020

Addressing the Lack of
Diversity in Graphic Design
September 22, 2020

The Latest

Tagged: Adam DelMarcelle Black Panthers Favianna Rodriguez Heather Snyder Quinn

Hunter Saxony III Islam Aly Letterform Archive Protest Art San Francisco Typography

Emily Wilson

Emily Wilson is a radio and print reporter in San Francisco. She has written stories
for dozens of media outlets including NPR, Latino USA, the San Francisco
Chronicle, SF Weekly, California... More by Emily Wilson

Art

The Typography of Change 
An exhibition at San Francisco’s Letterform Archive highlights
typography’s role in iconic social movements from the 1800s through
the present.

Emily Wilson December 5, 2022   

US Tourist Reportedly Vandalizes Jesus Statue in
Jerusalem Church
“You can’t have idols; it’s in the second commandment,” he
screamed before being arrested.

Taylor Michael

Pedro Reyes Explores Disarmament in DIRECT
ACTION at SITE Santa Fe
The Mexican artist confronts gun violence and nuclear power
through sculpture, print, performance, and video work.

SITE Santa Fe

Call for Applications: Inspiration Lab Artists-in-
Residence at University of the Arts
Ten artists will receive studio space and access to faculty, staff,
students, workshops, and programming at an arts institution in the
heart of Philadelphia.

Sponsored

What Do New Yorkers Think of Anish Kapoor’s
“Mini-Bean”?
Manhattan now has its own, downscaled version of the artist’s
famous Chicago sculpture, oddly squished under a luxury condo
tower.

Elaine Velie

Concerns Over Proposed Nine Mile Canyon Road
Expansion
Increased oil tanker truck traffic would “seriously degrade” the
experience of viewing the canyon’s Indigenous rock art, said one
advocate of the site.

Taylor Michael

Onsite Gallery Presents more-than-human
The media artworks in this show at Toronto’s OCAD University tell
a tale of symbiosis, intersections, and more-than-human
relationality.

Sponsored

Required Reading
This week, AP Style Twitter goes wild, the “enshittification” of
TikTok, and did people actually come flooding back to New York
City after COVID?

Hrag Vartanian and Lakshmi Rivera Amin

What Is Happening in Tigray?
Scores of cultural heritage sites are in ruins amid a fragile truce and
an ongoing war of narratives.

Mebrak Tareke

Human/Nature: Pathways from Art to
Environment
Join the New-York Historical Society on February 10 for a virtual
conversation about our changing relationship to the natural world
with Julie Decker, John Grade, and LaMont Hamilton.

Sponsored

Imprisoned Iranian Filmmaker Declares Hunger
Strike
Jafar Panahi was arrested last July, after he participated in protests
at the notorious Evin prison.

Elaine Velie

“Fuck Carl Andre” Apparel Sold to Benefit
Domestic Abuse Victims
Designed by artist Christine Egaña Navin, the items will be offered
by Project Art Distribution at this weekend’s NADA Flea Market.

Rhea Nayyar

RISD Continuing Education Offers 170+ Online
Courses for Adults and Teens
Spring programming includes certificates for adult learners, RISD’s
pre-collegiate online certificate, and new teen courses.

Sponsored

Cézanne Saw the Nobility of an Apple
The French painter felt he had to rise to the challenge of one
question above all things else: What exactly is it to be a modern
artist?

Michael Glover

Susan Philipsz Evokes the Holocaust Through
Absence
Philipsz’s haunting sound and video artworks serve as a poignant
witness to the lives and artistry of victims of the Holocaust.

Annabel Keenan

Hyperallergic is a forum for serious, playful, and radical thinking about art in the world today.

Founded in 2009, Hyperallergic is headquartered in Brooklyn, New York.

Home

Latest

Podcast

Store

About

Support Us

Advertise

Contact Us

Log In

Membership

Newsletters

Submissions

Careers

© 2023 Hyperallergic. Proudly powered by Newspack by Automattic Privacy Policy

Membership

https://hyperallergic.com/569742/a-digital-archive-mines-the-depth-of-design/
https://hyperallergic.com/546798/the-golden-age-of-arcade-game-typography/
https://hyperallergic.com/589302/calarts-posters-redcat-inclusion-and-omission/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/adam-delmarcelle/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/black-panthers/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/favianna-rodriguez/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/heather-snyder-quinn/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/hunter-saxony-iii/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/islam-aly/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/letterform-archive/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/protest-art/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/san-francisco/
https://hyperallergic.com/tag/typography/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/emily-wilson/
https://bipocdesignhistory.com/Silas-Munro
https://letterformarchive.org/news/view/strikethrough-in-motion
https://www.smconservancy.org/2019/07/bay-street-beach-added-to-national-register-of-historic-places/
https://favianna.com/
https://www.moma.org/artists/70943
https://www.britannica.com/topic/ACT-UP
https://mcasd.org/exhibitions/yolanda-l%C3%B3pez-portrait-of-the-artist
https://www.instagram.com/death_by_a_1000_serifs/?hl=en
https://hyperallergic.com/592739/mariah-app-metropolitan-museum/
https://www.history.com/news/what-were-the-white-night-riots
https://www.islamaly.com/
https://hyperallergic.com/category/art/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/emily-wilson/
https://hyperallergic.com/798339/us-tourist-reportedly-vandalizes-jesus-statue-in-jerusalem-church/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/taylor-michael/
https://hyperallergic.com/797480/pedro-reyes-explores-disarmament-direct-action-site-santa-fe/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/site-santa-fe/
https://hyperallergic.com/797211/call-for-applications-2023-24-inspiration-lab-artists-in-residence-uarts/
https://hyperallergic.com/category/sponsored/
https://hyperallergic.com/798166/what-do-new-yorkers-think-of-anish-kapoor-mini-bean/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/elaine-velie/
https://hyperallergic.com/797908/concerns-over-proposed-nine-mile-canyon-road-expansion/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/taylor-michael/
https://hyperallergic.com/796668/onsite-gallery-ocad-university-more-than-human/
https://hyperallergic.com/category/sponsored/
https://hyperallergic.com/796750/required-reading-615/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/hrag/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/lakshmi-rivera-amin/
https://hyperallergic.com/798000/what-is-happening-in-tigray-ethiopia/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/mebrak-tareke/
https://hyperallergic.com/796253/human-nature-pathways-from-art-to-environment-henry-luce-foundation-conversations-new-york-historical-society/
https://hyperallergic.com/category/sponsored/
https://hyperallergic.com/797860/imprisoned-iranian-filmmaker-jafar-panahi-declares-hunger-strike/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/elaine-velie/
https://hyperallergic.com/797697/fuck-carl-andre-apparel-sold-to-benefit-domestic-abuse-victims/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/rhea-nayyar/
https://hyperallergic.com/796345/risd-continuing-education-online-courses-for-adults-teens-spring-2023/
https://hyperallergic.com/category/sponsored/
https://hyperallergic.com/797601/cezanne-saw-the-nobility-of-an-apple-tate-modern/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/michael-glover/
https://hyperallergic.com/796307/susan-philipsz-evokes-the-holocaust-through-absence-separated-strings-tanya-bonakdar-gallery/
https://hyperallergic.com/author/annabel-keenan/
https://hyperallergic.com/
https://hyperallergic.com/
https://hyperallergic.com/latest/
https://podcast.hyperallergic.com/
https://store.hyperallergic.com/
https://hyperallergic.com/about/
https://hyperallergic.com/support-us/
https://hyperallergic.com/advertise/
https://hyperallergic.com/contact/
https://hyperallergic.com/?pn=edit_profile
https://hyperallergic.com/membership/
https://hyperallergic.com/?pn=manage_newsletters
https://hyperallergic.com/submissions/
https://apply.workable.com/hyperallergic/
https://newspack.com/
https://hyperallergic.com/privacy-policy/
https://hyperallergic.com/

