ART & CULTURE

WITH PAINTER

JOE FERRISO

zke 2 walk in the woods with artist Joe Ferniso, and you can see why he

Hed the Bay Area for the Sea Ranch three years ago. At cne point, as he's

waU’.‘ing under z fallen ]ug_. he poses far a Fhum. stramning £o make 1t loak

like he's supperting the mossy trunk with one hand. Irs the same playful
nature thar brightens his pamtings.

“I can hear myself chink ous here,” Ferriso says. Coastal lighe often dicrates
where he roams on daily sojourns. If it’s doudy by the ocean, he might walk down
into the river valley where its sunny. He abways carries 2 skeech boak,

This morning, he hikes along a canopied redwoed forest rail near the Gualala
Biver. As he passes a vernal pool surrounded by ferns and green mossy crunks, &t
seems Like someshing he might draw or pains in watercolor. He shakes his head no.

"rju:'l: look ar this and think, I have |1n:||:|.'||:r|.g to add to this,” Ferriso says,

Bt om rr:guL:.r walks past stark, nng!ui:r Sea Ranch houses, d.e:ign.ed.ml:[-m.d
intw the Llnd.l:n:apn in their neurral weathered greys and wooded browns, Ferrisa
haz 'p!-rn.'q.- to add, crearing an alternate Sea Banch universe that comes alive in
b'rlgh'l: Fink houses, electric green skies, and 'P-uwd.n hlue mezdows. "It Just feels
Itke they want to be inverted and subverted and hlled with color” he says.

Ferriso’s medium is lefrover latex howse paint, poured from orphan quart cans
he adopes, whether “mis-tines” ar hardware stores or from friends and neighbors
eager to clear out their garages. They're perfectly suited for painting heuses—but
the vibrant hues would get you in seriows hot water if you actually applied them o
a howse i the Sea Ranch, where even exterior wood stams have o be appmvnd.

It turns out, thowgh, thar Ferrisos painsings are pust the shot of color and whim-
sy ressdents needed m the Sea Ranch, where the average e is n thie mad-Bs. B:,-'
furning the aesthetic inside out, Ferrizo turmed on new |ep'm1_-: of fans and buyers.
Smece a show m H.pril. at The Sea Ranch Ll.'-dgn. ke’ zald aver ‘.iﬂ]:u:inl:ings. The
Sea Ranch Ledge even sells a scarf emblazoned with one of his colocful houses.

A phrase he often recurns o 15 this will be an adventuere.” Ie's whae the Long
Island native said in 2009 when he befr Manhartan for San Francisco, where he
founded the furniture-art business Anzfer Farms. After getting an MEA at Stan-
Ford, he and his wife were raising a newborn and renting in Pledmient when the
p:.n.d-rrnl.c hat. Orice apm,."rh:is- will be an adveneure” was on the tp of his tongue
as they drove up HI.SI‘IW::.-’ l,lu-ukingzt howses.

Living on the coast has been an artistic awakening. " The weather affects my
work, he er_p]:m_':."Enu: alsa the nmataral colors chat are here, the fora and fauna.
There are all these rich colors that are maybe not so evident unkess youre
locking for them.”

“I'm kind of super-imposing some of thaz onto the houses as a play to see whaz
the emational resonance i | know color affects people emotionally so 'm kand of
playing my own experiment. IF | didnt have a curiosity about i, it woulkdn® be fun =
te make them. The fun comes From saying,"What of this howse is pink and the sky 5
is greend

Mear the end of a hike, as Ferr=o talks abour the colochl sunsets chat paint Cea
Randh windaws FurFI-n and Pink at dusk, ke comes :mund.:.i:-end.r]utn]:-em ot
2 meadaw ufn-.'Laning blue 'ﬁ:lrgc:-me -neots. Mow, look ar that,” he says, almose
beaming." Wha says theres no color at Sea Ranch®
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Check out the artwork of Sea
Fanch residont JOE FERRISO on
Instagram & josferriso. Employing

i woochworking sklls, Feriso
s makes and sells mapls
building-hlack sels called “alies
Joirers” [jadfies.com), which have
Ineen bid-tested and approved by
s 3-year-oid daughder, Vislet.
joeferrisn.com

Just skanding in the PODRILL
GALLERY in Bodepa is an
aventure unto (kzelf. Each photo
dr@ws wou in with limithess depth
& light layers cascading hills inba
1he distance or reveals secrel
tunnets along the coastline. It's
quite possibly the only spot in
Sonoma County that can franspart
you o the coast withoul sctually
travaling there, lary Dodrill ako
teaches world-class warkshops
from Greenland to Patagonia
Dodnll Golery, 7775 Bodega Hwy.,
FP-4712, jarrpdodkill
phatasfelter.com

Often called “the Hobbit House,”
1= SEA RANCH CHAPEL =
asbunning archibechural feat

1o behold and wel worth a

stop along Higiay 1as you're
driving throiagh the Saa Ranth
Buidlt by anchibect farnes Hubbell
i 1585, the aFune of this non-
denominational sanciuary
lies in beaudifd stained-glass
windows, a natural stome fioor,
ntricate metalwark, and a Ceiling
embedded with lacal sea shels
vl sea urching, Open 165 diys
ayear, from sunnise 10 sunset,
AT Hwy L Tiwe 320 Rancin
Hresconmchchapel ong.

The 93-foot-tall PEACE TOTEM
rising e Timber Cove Resort
ahong Highnaay 115 8 reminder
hat many af the dreams of peate
i Ehee 605 ane slill dive and well

nday. Also known &5 *Madanna
of Peace” and "The Expanding
Uriverse,” the towering 20-1on
abeksk was commpeted in 1970 by
seulaltr Beriamine Bulse jusl
before bhe dind, It lies at the cenber
of 8 60-fook circular state park,
the second smalkest in Cablomia
{the smallest ey Walts Towers
al Simen Radia Slate Msloric
Park] porks.oo.gov
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