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CURTAIN
OF ROCK

Punk rocker meets sexy farmer.
That was the only direction Ben Ven-
om received from the team at Little
Saint in Healdsburg when they hired
him in 2021 to create a 15 x 30-foot
textile to serve as the stage backdrop.
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Immediately, the San Francisco-based
artist had an idea: a giant curtaln

igned to look like a stai
window, only with concert tees in-
stead of glass panels.

He turned to a friend nicknamed Slug-
g0, who had played in punk rock bands
since he was a teenager and had a
vast and eclectic collection of T-shirts
(Slayer, Hazzard’s Cure, and Metallica,
to name a few) from which to choose.

Assembling the giant curtain in his
crowded San Francisco apartment
simply wasn’t going to work, so Venom
crept down the back stairwell of his
building and snuck into an empty unit.
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~ Anne Tong, who goes by the name Once the curtain sewn, it took hours
Chinese American Bear of lessons from another seamstress

to learn how to attach the curtain
to a track in the ceiling before it was

I installed prior to Little Saint’s 2022
opening.

Venom'’s curtain has become an iconic
piece of the Little Saint experience,

evoking a sense of nostalgia in audi-
ence members when they discover a
T-shirt from a favorite band or concert
they attended.

Clockwise from top left:
Laurie Ubben, center, with
her sister, Jenny Hess, left,
and Lee Seward watch
The Desiondes perform at
Little Saint. Dan Cutler of
The Deslondes practices at
the Little Saint farmhouse
before the show. Ben
Venom sews the stunnin;
curtain that hanEs behin
the stage. Jeff Ubb

the owner of Little Samt
(standing) visits with
members of The Deslondes
and friends. Performers
are treated to a pre-show
vegan dinner at the
restaurant downstairs from
the performance venue.
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