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©Terri Loewenthal, Psychscape18 (Banner Ridge,CA) 2017

I’m extending an invitation, not to view untouchable, pristine places from a distance,
but rather to step inside and move beyond the confines of our everyday perceptions. In
each of my images there’s a possibility, a story of what could never really happen, but
then it did.- Terri Loewenthal

Oakland-based artist Terri Loewenthal has just opened a solo exhibition, Psychscapes, at
CULT | Aimee Friberg Exhibitions that runs through April 21, 2018. The historic legacy of
landscape photography has been predominantly masculine, but in the last few years,  a
female examination of the land has resulted in refreshing and exciting approaches to open
spaces. Terri’s work investigates “the sublime expanse of land and sky romanticized in the
still-potent mythology of Utopian California” and the photographs in Psychscapes are single-
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exposure, in-camera compositions that utilize special optics developed by Loewenthal to
compress vast spaces into complex, evocative environments. These photographs combine
straightforward landscape photography with explorations into the psychology of perception.

Terri Loewenthal has exhibited at diverse venues including Yerba Buena Center for the Arts
(San Francisco, CA), Minnesota Street Projects (San Francisco, CA) and Berkeley Art
Museum and Pacific Film Archive (Berkeley, CA). Her work is included in many private
collections. She is also founder of The Chetwood, a residency program that provides housing
for artists visiting the Bay Area, allowing them to create lasting community with supportive
peer networks outside of typical art-making structures. Loewenthal is a frequent collaborator
with many Bay Area arts organizations including Creative Growth (Oakland, CA) and has
been an active musician for over a decade; her bands Call and Response, Rubies and
Shock have performed extensively nationally and internationally. Terri has a Bachelor of Arts
from Rice University in Houston, Texas and is originally from Washington, D.C. and South
Florida.
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©Terri Loewenthal, Rock Garden, CA 2017
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Psychscapes

If you head west, then further west, you reach the coast. Where do you go from there? 

I was referring to these images as psychedelic even before I made them. To have a
psychedelic experience is to free your mind from its normal constraints. When I had the idea
for these images, I was able to shift the colors of the natural world in my mind. Skies were
pink and leaves were blue.

I’ve always been envious of painters’ ability to shift reality in whichever direction they choose.
With this work, I wanted to do something similar: create a world that is familiar yet also wild,
otherworldly. My work is a marriage of calculation and spontaneity. I have a toolkit and a
sense of what might happen, but at the same time, it’s a surprise. I love the idea of making
an “impossible” image.
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©Terri Loewenthal, Lundy Canyon, CA 2017
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 I once read an article about Yosemite in Time (2005), a book that came out of Rebecca
Solnit’s trips with the photographers Byron Wolfe and Mark Klett to rephotograph sites
originally photographed by Ansel Adams. Klett said, “What we saw in the Adams
photographs is: This is nature. And it’s beautiful because you’re not there.” That’s such a
contrast to my work. I’m extending an invitation, not to view untouchable, pristine places from
a distance, but rather to step inside and move beyond the confines of our everyday
perceptions. In each of my images there’s a possibility, a story of what could never really
happen, but then it did.

Our current political reality includes a government unwilling to confront ecological collapse
and a president who is actively deaccessioning public land. I want these images to help
preserve the wildness of our open spaces — by heightening and newly envisioning that
wildness.- Terri Loewenthal
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©Terri Loewenthal, Lookout Mountain, CA 2017
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©Terri Loewenthal, Psychscape 69, Tonopah, NV, 2017
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©Terri Loewenthal, Psychscape 73, Downs, Mount,CA, 2017
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©Terri Loewenthal, Psychscape 78, Obsidian Dome,CA, 2017
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